CHAP. XXIX.

Of the tradesman in distress borrowing money at
interest, whether by bond or otherwise, to carry
on his trade. Rules and cautions to be observed
by such. Interest, though legal, a canker-worm.
The true nature and sad effects of it. The still
more dreadful effects of taking up money where
extortion is used. If a, tradesman gains twenty
per cent, and pays but Jive, he must be, probably,
ruined at long run ; except he were to give no
credit, and sustain no losses.

MANY are the difficulties and distresses of the poor
tradesman, when he comes to be straitened for
money in his business ; no man is able to judge of
them, but they who fall into the calamity of them ;
and many are the shifts and turns, the projects and
contrivances, tradesmen are driven to by the ne-
cessity of their circumstances, to get out of those
straits and difficulties; which, though they are
not always successful, and, when they are so,
always leave him in a worse and weaker state than
they find him; yet as sometimes they so far suc-
ceed, as to extricate him out of the difficulty that
presses and pinches him at that time, he thinks all
the rest worth venturing; as a man drowning in
the sea, will get on shore if he can, upon the coast
that is before him, though he knows it to be an
uninhabited island, where he is ' almost sure to
perish at long run ; for here he sees immediate de-
struction ; there he sees immediate life.